JCH Book Fair – Ages 12-Adult





 A Code of Jewish Ethics: You Shall Be Holy, Vol. 1 - A Code of Jewish Ethics, Volume 1: You Shall Be Holy is the initial volume of the first major code of Jewish ethics to be written in the English language. It is a monumental work on the vital topic of personal character and integrity by one of the premier Jewish scholars and thinkers of our time.

With the stated purpose of restoring ethics to its central role in Judaism, Rabbi Joseph Telushkin offers hundreds of examples from the Torah, the Talmud, rabbinic commentaries, and contemporary stories to illustrate how ethical teachings can affect our daily behavior. The subjects dealt with are ones we all encounter. They include judging other people fairly; knowing when forgiveness is obligatory, optional, or forbidden; balancing humility and self-esteem; avoiding speech that shames others; restraining our impulses of envy, hatred, and revenge; valuing truth but knowing when lying is permitted; understanding why God is the ultimate basis of morality; and appreciating the great benefits of Torah study. Telushkin has arranged the book in the traditional style of Jewish codes, with topical chapters and numbered paragraphs. Statements of law are almost invariably followed by anecdotes illustrating how these principles have been, or can be, practiced in daily life. The book can be read straight through to provide a solid grounding in Jewish values, consulted as a reference when facing ethical dilemmas, or studied in a group.

Vast in scope, this volume distills more than three thousand years of Jewish laws and suggestions on how to improve one’s character and become more honest, decent, and just. It is a landmark work of scholarship that is sure to influence thelives of Jews for generations to come, rich with questions to ponder and discuss, but primarily a book to live by.



 Barney Ross - Born Dov-Ber Rasofsky to Eastern European immigrant parents, Barney Ross grew up in a tough Chicago neighborhood and witnessed his father's murder, his mother's nervous breakdown, and the dispatching of his three younger siblings to an orphanage, all before he turned fourteen. To make enough money to reunite the family, Ross became a petty thief, a gambler, a messenger boy for Al Capone, and, eventually, an amateur boxer. Turning professional at nineteen, he would capture the lightweight, junior welterweight, and welterweight titles over the course of a ten-year career.

Ross began his career as the scrappy "Jew kid," ended it as an American sports icon, and went on to become a hero during World War II, earning a Silver Star for his heroic actions at Guadalcanal. While recovering from war wounds and malaria he became addicted to morphine, but with fierce effort he ultimately kicked his habit and then campaigned fervently against drug abuse. And the fighter who brought his father's religious books to training camp also retained powerful ties to the world from which he came. Ross worked for the creation of a Jewish state, running guns to Palestine and offering to lead a brigade of Jewish American war veterans. 

This first biography of one of the most colorful boxers of the twentieth century is a galvanizing account of an emblematic life: a revelation of both an extraordinary athlete and a remarkable man.



 The Blessing of a Skinned Knee: Using Jewish Teachings to Raise Self-Reliant Children - Mothers and fathers want to raise self-disciplined, appreciative, and resourceful children. Examining everyday problems through the lens of the Torah, the Talmud, and important Jewish teachings, Wendy Mogel shows parents how to accept that their children are both ordinary and unique, and to treasure the power and holiness of the present moment.
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 The Book of Jewish Values: A Day to Day Guide to Ethical Living - In The Book of Jewish Values, Rabbi Joseph Telushkin has combed the Bible, the Talmud, and the whole spectrum of Judaism's sacred writings to give us a manual on how to lead a decent, kind, and honest life in a morally complicated world. Telushkin speaks to the major ethical issues of our time, issues that have, of course, been around since the beginning. He offers one or two pages a day of pithy, wise, and easily accessible teachings designed to be put into immediate practice. The range of the book is as broad as life itself:



· The first trait to seek in a spouse (Day 17)

· When, if ever, lying is permitted (Days 71-73)

· Why acting cheerfully is a requirement, not a choice (Day 39)

· What children don't owe their parents (Day 128)

· Whether Jews should donate their organs (Day 290)

· An effective but expensive technique for curbing your anger (Day 156)

· How to raise truthful children (Day 298)

· What purchases are always forbidden (Day 3)



In addition, Telushkin raises issues with ethical implications that may surprise you, such as the need to tip those whom you don't see (Day 109), the right thing to do when you hear an ambulance siren (Day 1), and why wasting time is a sin (Day 15). Whether he is telling us what Jewish tradition has to say about insider trading or about the relationship between employers and employees, he provides fresh inspiration and clear guidance for every day of our lives.



 The Catcher Was a Spy: The Mysterious Life of Moe Berg - The only Major League ballplayer whose baseball card is on display at the headquarters of the CIA, Moe Berg has the singular distinction of having both a 15-year career as a catcher for such teams as the New York Robins and the Chicago White Sox and that of a spy for the OSS during World War II.



 Chicken Soup for the Jewish Soul: Stories to Open the Heart and Rekindle the Spirit – In deference to its cure-all effects, chicken soup is warmly referred to as "Jewish penicillin." It is not merely the delicious golden elixir itself, but, perhaps even more so, the love that is stirred into every potful that produces these miraculous results. Storytelling is a major component of Jewish tradition and this book honors that heritage with stories that celebrate the joys, sorrows and challenges of being Jewish. Some stories are timely and others are timeless, yet all are filled with heart-and, of course, love. 




 Eretz Yisrael in the Parshah: The Centrality of the Land of Israel in the Torah - The author analyzes ever reference to the Land of Israel in the 54 Torah portions read on Shabbat and the Jewish Holidays. He shows how living in the Holy Land is a fulfillment of the deep yearnings of millennia of Jews who come to Israel to perform all of God's commandments, especially those that depend on the Land.
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 The Everything Judiasm Book - Judaism has survived for four millennia-and many of its customs, laws, and traditions have remained exactly the same today as in the days of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Everything Judaism Book explains the major precepts of this robust religion in language anyone can understand and appreciate. 

From High Holy Days, such as Passover and Yom Kippur, to symbols and objects, such as the Star of David and the tallis prayer shawl, Jews and non-Jews alike will gain new understanding and insights into the rich diversity and seemingly endless complexity of Jewish practices and culture. Authoritative and thought-provoking, The Everything Judaism Book has been exhaustively reviewed for accuracy by Orthodox Rabbi Jacob Rosenthal and Reform Rabbi Robert Leib. 

Among the questions discussed: 

*How do Jews study the Torah (the five books of Moses)?
*Why do Jews keep kosher?
*Is there an afterlife?
*What are the differences between Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, and Hasidic Judaism?
*What do the mezuzah, the yarmulke, and the menorah symbolize?
*How can you tell a good bagel? 

The Everything Judaism Book is a terrific introduction if you're learning the religion for the first time, a great way to brush up on facts you may have forgotten from Hebrew school, and the perfect mitzvah (good deed) gift for a friend or relative.
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 Everything Jewish History and Heritage: From Abraham to Zionism, All You Need to Know about the Key Events, People, and Places - The influence of the Jewish people can be found in virtually every corner of the world. They are creators of the world's oldest calendar and have endured the Diaspora, the Inquisition, and the Holocaust to contribute a rich legacy to world culture. Written for both Jewish and non-Jewish readers alike, The Everything Jewish History & Heritage Book not only explains historical events from biblical times to the present, it celebrates Jewish languages, cuisine, literature, art, humor, and much more.



 The Everything Torah Book: All You Need to Understand the Basics of Jewish Law and the Five Books of the Old Testament - From the Penteteuch and Nevi’im to the Ketuvim and the oral Torah, this straightforward reference walks you through God’s instructions to His people and explains how these teachings are incorporated into Jewish life. The Everything Torah Book presents the tenets of the Jewish faith in an easy-to-understand reference. 

Fascinating insights into the history, stories, parables, and personalities that are featured in this sacred scripture will bring teachings to life. Regardless of your faith, the The Everything Torah Book offers a wonderful insight into Jewish culture. 

Learn about: 
• Jewish history and heritage 
• What constitutes the Torah 
• The importance of the Torah in the Jewish community 
• How to expand your learning 
• Incorporating teachings into your life 

Written by a rabbi, The Everything Torah Book presents the tenets of Jewish faith, tradition, and culture in one all-inclusive resource. 
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 A Grandparents' Memory Book: Did You Really Walk Five Miles to School? - A Grandparent's memories give younger generations a chance to step into the past, as well as understand and appreciate the present. This collection of funny and insightful questions for grandparents will become an instant keepsake to treasure for generations.


 Great Jewish Men - The authors of the acclaimed Great Jewish Women profile over 150 Jewish men of distinction drawn from a wide range of professions--including literature, sports, the performing arts, science, politics, and business.
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 Great Jewish Women - From the biblical Deborah to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the individuals profiled in this volume are the authors' considered choice for Jewish women who have had the greatest impact on their respective fields.
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 Great Jewish Families - In this hefty volume, Lyman profiles some 80 prominent Jewish families over the ages, including famous historical individuals from postbiblical times to the present. A typical profile runs a page or two, with a photo. In a section titled "Other Great Jewish Families," Lyman presents shorter biographies that run a long paragraph. There, readers will find, e.g., the preeminent advice columnists Ann Landers and Abigail Van Buren, though little more information is offered than birth dates and the year their respective columns were begun. The biographies are geared toward an American audience, with a sampling of prominent Jewish families around the world.


 Great Moments in Jewish History - The authors encompass 4,000 years, beginning with Abraham's test of faith in God in the eighteenth century B.C. They divide their book into four categories: moments of courage, joy, despair, and creativity; in each category, the most significant events, whether positive or negative, are highlighted. In the section on courage, for instance, Esther saves the Jews of Persia, the Haganah (the Jewish armed forces in Palestine) is founded, and Mordecai Anielewicz leads the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. In the section on joy, the Ba'al Shem Tov founds the Hasidic movement, and the Dead Sea Scrolls are discovered. The expulsion of the Jews from Spain and the night of terror in Germany known as Kristallnacht are among the entries under the category of despair, and various events involving the Talmud and the Hebrew Bible are among the selections in the category of creativity. There are bound to be differences of opinion over the authors' selections, but the book, which is filled with black-and-white photographs, will be of interest to Jews and non-Jews alike.
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 Great Jews In The Performing Arts - Throughout the ages Jewish actors, singers, dancers, and comics from all parts of the world have graced the stage and screen and provided audiences with countless hours of pleasure. In this volume, the author of acclaimed biographical works such as Great Jews in Music and Great Jews on Stage and Screen celebrates the lives of three hundred such greatsincluding Billy Crystal, Lauren Bacall, Barbra Streisand, Bette Midler, Jerry Seinfeld, Morris Carnovsky, Sammy Davis, Jr., and George Burns. Introduced by a fascinating historical overview of the role that Jews have played in the performing arts from earliest times through the present, this refreshing look at some of the most popular entertainers of all time will inspire, instruct and above all entertain.



 Great Jews In Sports - Replete with facts, figures and statistics, Great Jews in Sports documents the contribution of Jewish athletes to the world of sports over the past two centuries. From home-run king Hank Greenberg, star of the 1930's and 1940's, to gymnast Kerri Strug, gold-medal winner at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, this new edition of a perennial favorite presents intriguing portraits of sports stars from around the globe.



 Hebrew for Dummies - Want to discover how to speak Hebrew? This easy-to-understand guide explains basic grammar and usage, covering everything from the alphabet and numbers to making small talk, planning a trip, and changing money. You’ll also discover the basics of Hebrew blessings and prayer, as well as the significance of the holy days. 



 The Israelis: Ordinary People in an Extraordinary Land - Who are these people who order Big Macs in the language of the Ten Commandments? Are they the sabras -- native-born Israelis -- who believe that only sissies wait in line and obey No Parking signs? Are they the dreadlock-wearing Ethiopian immigrants who sing reggae in Hebrew? The inventors who've devised the world's most popular computer chips and the latest cancer treatments? The Christians in Nazareth who publish an Arabic-style Cosmo? They live with exploding buses, but their youth are also the world's biggest MTV fans, a generation whose heroes are not generals but former soldiers who have built the world's second Silicon Valley. 

In The Israelis, you'll meet the third wife of a fifty-six-year-old Bedouin who watches Oprah; ultra-Orthodox Jews on "Modesty Patrols" making certain that religious women bus passengers are "properly" attired and seated apart from men (in the world's only country that drafts women for the military). You'll see what it's like taking children to the mall -- first to shop at Toys 'R' Us and then to pick up gas masks. And meet the bride whose Ethiopian-born parents dislike the guy she married, not because he's white -- but because he's not Jewish enough. 

The Israelis tells the stories of the clandestine human airlift that brought more than fourteen thousand Ethiopians out of Africa in thirty-six hours and of the avalanche of former Soviets who are delivering an enormous brain gain but a demographic dilemma as well, since many aren't Jewish and their communities feature churches and Christmas trees. 

Israel is the Middle East's only country with a growing Christian population, and Arab Christians are the most educated and affluent Israelis. What's the most popular name for an Israeli boy? Muhammad. In The Israelis, young Israeli Muslims -- who speak better Hebrew and know more about Judaism than most Jews of the Diaspora -- reveal their frustrations and hopes. You'll also meet the "Arab Jews"; half of all Israelis are from Jewish families that left Islamic countries. 

From battlefields to bedrooms to boardrooms, discover the colliding worlds in which this astounding mix of 6.7 million devoutly traditional and radically modern live -- a country smaller than New Jersey that captures the lion's share of the world's headlines. Interweaving hundreds of personal stories with historical facts and intriguing new research, The Israelis is lively, irreverent, intimate, and always fascinating. It is one of the most original books about Israel in decades.



 The Jewish Book of Why – 

Why do Jews eat gefilte fish? 
Why is a glass broken at the end of a Jewish wedding ceremony? 
Why must the chapter of curses in the Torah be read quickly in a low voice?
Why are shrimp and lobster not kosher? 
Why do Jews fast on Yom Kippur? 
Why are some Matzot square while others are round?

If you've ever asked or been asked any of these questions, The Jewish Book of Why has all the answers. In this complete, concise, fascinating, and thoroughly informative guide to Jewish life and tradition, Rabbi Alfred J. Kolatch clearly explains both the significance and the origin of nearly every symbol, custom, and practice known to Jewish culture-from Afikomon to Yarmulkes, and from Passover to Purim. Kolatch also dispels many of the prevalent misconceptions and misunderstandings that surround Jewish observance and provides a full and unfettered look at the biblical, historical, and sometimes superstitious reasons and rituals that helped develop Jewish law and custom and make Judaism not just a religion, but a way of life. L'chaim!



 Jewish Literacy: The Most Important Things to Know About the Jewish Religion, Its People and Its History - How much do you know about Judaism?
· How did the Ten Lost Tribes become lost ? 

· Are circumcisions performed on the Sabbath ? 

· Which country first granted Jews equal rights ? 

· When was polygamy outlawed for Jews ? 

· Why does Jewish law compare gossiping to murder ?

You'll find the answers to these questions -- and much more -- in this insightful and comprehensive guide. Written by esteemed rabbi and bestselling author Joseph Telushkin, Jewish Literacy has become one of the most respected and widely used reference books on Jewish life, culture, religion, and tradition. Now revised and updated, this fascinating volume distills a vast body of scholarship into 348 short, readable chapters, making the rich and complex history of Judaism accessible to any reader.



 Jewish Wisdom: Ethical, Spiritual, and Historical Lessons from the Great Works and Thinkers – 
· When, if ever, should lying be permitted? 

· If you've damaged a person's reputation unfairly, can the damage be undone? 

· Is a person who sells weapons responsible for how those weapons are used? 

· If the fetus is not a life, what is it?
How, as an adult, can one carry out the command to honor one's parents when they make unreasonable demands? 

· What are the nine biblical challenges a good person must meet?

What do the great Jewish writings of the last 3,500 years tell us about these and all other vital questions about our lives? Rabbi Joseph Telushkin has devoted his life to the search for answers within the teachings of Judaism. In Jewish Wisdom, Rabbi Telushkin, the author of the highly acclaimed Jewish Literacy, weaves together a tapestry of stories from the Bible and Talmud, and the insights of Jewish commentators and writers from Maimonides, Rashi, and Hillel to Einstein, Isaac Bashevis Singer, and Elie Wiesel. A richer source of crucial life lessons would be hard to imagine.

Accompanying this extraordinary compilation is Teluslikins compelling commentary, which reveals how these texts continue to instruct and challenge Jews and all people concerned with leading ethical lives today As he discusses these texts, Rabbi Telushkin addresses issues of fundamental interest to modern readers: how to live with honesty and integrity in an often dishonest world; how to care for the sick and dying; how to teach children to respect both themselves and others, how to understand and confront such great tragedies as anti-Semitism. Within Jewish Wisdom's ninety chapters the reader will find extended sections illuminating Jewish perspectives on sex, romance, and marriage, what kind of belief in God a Jew can have after the Holocaust, how to use language ethically, the conflicting views of the Bible and Talmud on the death penalty, and much, much more.



 Biblical Literacy: The Most Important People, Events, and Ideas of the Hebrew Bible – As he did so brilliantly in his bestselling book, jewish literacy, Joseph Teluslikin once again mines a subject of, Jewish history and religion so richly that his book becomes an inspiring companion and a fundamental reference. In Biblical Lileracy, Telushkin turns his attention to the Hebrew Bible (also known as the Old Testament), the most influential series of books in human history. Along with the Ten Commandments, the Bible's most famous document, no piece of legislation ever enacted has influenced human behavior as much as the biblical injunction to "Love your neighbor as yourself." No political tract has motivated human beings in so many diverse societies to fight for political freedom as the Exodus story of God's liberation of the Israelite slaves--which shows that God intends that, ultimately, people be free.

The Bible's influence, however, has conveyed as much through its narratives as its laws. Its timeless and moving tales about the human condition and man's relationship to God have long shaped Jewish and Christian notions of morality, and continue to stir the conscience and imagination of believers and skeptics alike.



 Judaism (Eyewitness Books Series) - This book works for the same reason that every book in the "Eyewitness" series does: it's crammed with information that's given in small blocks, with numerous illustrations to back up the facts. The history of "one of the oldest world religions" is packed with intriguing tidbits of information, such as the fact that Jews had to pay special taxes during the Middle Ages, or that pogroms against the Jews in Russia were commonplace. Since kids are obsessed with fairness, these pieces of history will help them understand the campaign of persecution that has followed the Jews for thousands of years. The section devoted to the Holocaust wisely includes a photo of children peering through the barbed wire of a concentration-camp fence, an image that drives home the message of Hitler's Final Solution. But the book isn't only about sorrow. The beauty and power of Judaism is beautifully portrayed, and beautifully illustrated with works of art and photographs of religious objects and synagogues. It's an excellent reference work, but it reads as well as a storybook.



 The Nazi Officer’s Wife: How One Jewish Woman Survived the Holocaust - Edith Hahn was an outspoken young woman studying law in Vienna when the Gestapo forced Edith and her mother into a ghetto, issuing them papers branded with a "J." Soon, Edith was taken away to a labor camp, and though she convinced Nazi officials to spare her mother, when she returned home, her mother had been deported. Knowing she would become a hunted woman, Edith tore the yellow star from her clothing and went underground, scavenging for food and searching each night for a safe place to sleep. Her boyfriend, Pepi, proved too terrified to help her, but a Christian friend was not: With the woman's identity papers in hand, Edith fled to Munich. There she met Werner Vetter, a Nazi party member who fell in love with her. And despite her protests and even her eventual confession that she was Jewish, he married her and kept her identity secret. In vivid, wrenching detail, Edith recalls a life of constant, almost paralyzing fear. She tells of German officials who casually questioned the lineage of her parents; of how, when giving birth to her daughter, she refused all painkillers, afraid that in an altered state of mind she might reveal her past; and of how, after her husband was captured by the Russians and sent to Siberia, Edith was bombed out of her house and had to hide in a closet with her daughter while drunken Russians soldiers raped women on the street. Yet despite the risk it posed to her life, Edith Hahn created a remarkable collective record of survival: She saved every set of real and falsified papers, letters she received from her lost love, Pepi, and photographs she managed to take inside labor camps. On exhibit at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C., these hundreds of documents form the fabric of an epic story--complex, troubling, and ultimately triumphant.


 Praying with Fire: Ingiting the Power of Your Tefillah - A 5-Minute Lesson-A-Day - Tefillah (prayer) is a miraculous power each of us has, yet most of us use only a fraction of its potential. Through the gift of tefillah, Hashem places in our hands the key to the Heavenly storehouse of blessing, and gives us the precise words that can release these treasures into our lives. And what treasures they are… our health, our ability to find a spouse and build a Jewish home, our success in raising our children, our safety, security, livelihood. Everything.



  Putting God On the Guest List: How to Reclaim the Spiritual Meaning of Your Child's Bar or Bat Mitzah - More than 100,000 families have used this remarkable coming-of-age resource. In this new edition, Rabbi Salkin asks and answers questions that make parents and children more comfortable with the event and able to experience it more joyfully. How did bar and bat mitzvah originate? What is the lasting significance of the event? What are the ethics of celebration? What specific things can you do to reclaim the spiritual meaning of the event? What spiritual values can parents and young people build together? Includes updated resources for parents seeking more information about modern Jewish theology, holidays and lifecycle events, and Jewish concepts and terminology; an updated list of places for tzedakah; and information about what non-Jews should know about the bar and bat mitzvah service.



 Real Time: A Novel - Sixteen-year-old Thomas Wanninger is on a mission: to find out what his grandfather, a Nazi officer, did during World War II. Thomas is going to Israel to work on a kibbutz, where he will have access to a Jerusalem archive that may hold the information he seeks. His life is one of many to be affected by a terrorist attack that occurs at 11:47 A.M. on the day he arrives. Kibbutz members, a doctor, "the boss" of a diner, two Palestinian teenagers and their families, a bus driver, policemen, a news correspondent, an Israeli soldier, a Holocaust survivor . . . these and others add their voices to the minute-by-minute account of a catastrophic incident that changes everything, while at the same time renewing a deadly cycle of sacrifice and destruction. Pnina Kass, who lives in Israel, delivers an even-handed and powerful portrayal of the complex world her characters inhabit. Chilling, suspenseful, and frighteningly real, this novel could be the back story behind tomorrow’s news.



 The Secret of Challah - Ah, the sweet taste of Shabbat challah... There s something about the smell of freshly baked challah and its wonderful flavor that brings joy to the Shabbat atmosphere. Baking your own challah seems like a difficult and complex process that requires great effort, experience, and special talent. In The Secret of Challah, with its clear, step-by-step instructions to making beautiful, delicious challah, you'll find that challah baking is both accessible and fun. 

In The Secret of Challah, you will find: 
Proven and tested challah and bread recipes-
The Art of Braiding a section devoted to teaching you how to shape your own challah and bread, including the traditional six-strand braided challah and the festive rose-shaped challah. 
The deep meaning behind the mitzvah of hafrashat challah, which will give your challah baking a new dimension of holiness.
A clear explanation of the practical laws of this mitzvah the unique domain of the Jewish woman. 

Experience the sweet taste of Shabbat with The Secret of Challah the taste of Shabbat challah. Feed your mind, soul, and family with a cookbook devoted entirely to the mitzvah of baking challah. A chapter on the spiritual side of this essential mitzvah and a step-by-step guide to the details and devotions of separating dough make this beautiful book much more than a collection of recipes. Gorgeous photographs complement the wealth of baking tips, explanation of challah customs, techniques for fancy braiding, and how-to's for unusual shapes for holidays and special occasions. Recipes cover basics like healthy whole wheat, sweet Shabbat, and everyday bread to exotics like egg-free, date-studded and zatar-spiced varieties. The Secret of Challah brings both grandeur and practicality to the mitzvah of challah.



 Small Miracles for the Jewish Heart: Extraordinary Coincidences from Yesterday and Today - Have you ever experienced a moment when a seemingly random event also seemed strangely meaningful, or even miraculous? Whether it was as simple as anticipating a phone call or as dramatic as rekindling a lost love, what you experienced may be more significant than you thought. It may be nothing less than a small miracle! The remarkable coincidences related in this Small Miracles book draw us out of the ordinariness of everyday life. They may contain profound teachings, important moral lessons, or even a divine message. If you can open yourself to receiving and understanding the meaning of these gifts, you will experience the possibilities, the blessings, and the sense of harmony with the universe they offer.



 Torah with a Twist of Humor - The author's travels across the United States, Europe, and the Middle East on horseback. He relates his adventures and includes full color photography of the breathtaking landscape that he encounters off the beaten track.



 Tough Questions Jews Ask - Teenagers and questions go hand in hand, except perhaps when it comes to religion. Feinstein encourages young people to verbalize their doubts about God, faith and Jewish life, stating that he believes "God loves good questions." Structured as questions posed by different students in a classroom, the 18 chapters include discussions about God; Shabbat; intermarriage; prayer; bar mitzvah; Israel; Christianity; anti-Semitism; Jewish denominations; the meaning of life; good and evil; the concept of an afterlife; and the Messiah.



 Walking the Bible: A Journey by Land through the Five Books of Moses - Walking the Bible merits a place on any intellectually minded traveler's bookshelf simply on the strength of its premise: a compelling journey of 10,000 miles across the Near and Middle East, in search of the locales at which many of the Old Testament's key events took place. Meticulously researched and documented, the book draws upon a wide range of canonical and secular research on the explicit geography of the Bible, and it offers readers a well-rounded look at both the holiest and most ignored biblical spots on earth. 

The guiding principle of Bruce Feiler's quest, on which he was accompanied by legendary biblical expert Avner Goren, was to place biblical stories in the historical and cultural context of the ancient Near East. Drawing upon the traditional Hebrew and Latin terms for investigating and analyzing the content of the Bible, Feiler explains, "What Avner and I undertook was a topographical midrash, a geographical exegesis of the Bible." 

- 
