JCH Book Fair – Ages 5-8



A Box of Candles - As Ruthie goes through her seventh year, celebrating Shabbat and other Jewish holidays by lighting candles from the box given to her by Grandma Gussie, her world changes. First, she meets Mr. Adler, a new neighbor, who begins spending time with her beloved grandmother. Soon she is jealous; then she is angry. But finally, as Passover gives way to Shavot, Yom Kippur to Sukkot, and then Hanukkah, Ruthie begins to appreciate the kind, old man, who helps her ride a bike, takes her fishing, and is wise enough to let her find her own way to accept him.



 Abraham’s Search for God - Jules retells a midrash (a legend based on biblical text) in which the youthful Abraham discovers the concept of monotheism. Rejecting worship of unresponsive idols, Abraham spends time outdoors where he senses an unseen hand directing the movements of the moon, sun, storm, and rainbow. He concludes that "God is everywhere. God is in everything. God is something we know with our hearts." The story ends with the statement that "Today we remember Abraham as the father of three great religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam." As is often the case with biblical picture books, the storytelling is slightly formal. However, the energetic pastel illustrations are cheerful and warm, and their swirling motion eases any stiffness in the text. This simply told tale is an excellent introduction to the concept of monotheism, and would be a great discussion starter for talking about God. Its neutral stance makes it useful for readers of many faiths.—Heidi Estrin, Feldman Children's Library at Congregation B'nai Israel, Boca Raton, FL



 Always an Olivia: A Remarkable Family History - An engaging story of an elderly black grandmother passing on the story of the family's Jewish origins to her young granddaughter, Carol Olivia.  As family members flee the Spanish Inquisition they eventually sail to America.  One daughter in each generation is given the name Olivia, from the Hebrew Shulamit meaning "peace," to honor the Jewish part of their ancestry.
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 The Always Prayer Shawl - When Adam, a young boy growing up in Czarist Russia, emigrates to the United States with his family, his grandfather gives him the prayer shawl that his grandfather had given him. Throughout his life, Adam continues to wear and repair the shawl, hanging on to his grandfather's statement that "'Everything about it has changed. But it is still my Always Prayer Shawl. It is just like me. I have changed and changed and changed. But I am still Adam.'" He explains to his own grandson the story behind the shawl, and the young boy pledges to carry on the tradition of naming a son Adam and passing the heirloom on to him.




 Always Remember Me: How One Family Survived World War II - The author, Marisabina Russo, has found a way to tell young children about the Holocaust by recasting her own family's story-the one her own grandmother told her-in a lightly fictionalized version, with Oma telling a small girl named Rachel about her two photo albums. One is full of pictures Rachel knows, of herself, her mother, grandmother and her aunts. The other is of Oma's life, first in Poland and then in Germany, where her family moved because "Jewish people were treated better there." Oma's own grandmother gave her a gold heart necklace before she left, and that token is a leitmotif as WWI breaks out, and Oma's husband takes it to the front and back home again. When the Nazis come to power in Germany, Oma and her daughters are separated, but miraculously survive concentration camps and the death of spouses. One daughter, who had escaped to America, kept the gold heart, which Oma now presents to Rachel.



 Angels Sweep the Desert Floor: Bible Legends About Moses in the Wilderness - A collection of eighteen stories based on the Bible which tell how angels respond to God's commands to ease the way for Moses and the Israelites as they cross the wilderness after being freed from slavery in Egypt.



 The Bachelor and the Bean - A grumpy old bachelor drops a bean down a well inhabited by an imp. To stop his complaints, the imp gives him a magic pot that produces food on command. The bachelor's jealous neighbor steals the vessel and its replacement. A third pot reveals the thief's identity to the bachelor. But when he confronts the nasty old lady, he realizes that he has found a woman as bad-tempered as he, and their marriage results in a "quarreling ever after" conclusion. Loosely based on a Jewish folktale, the story is set in Morocco.



 Bagels from Benny - Benny's grandfather, baker of "the best bagels in town," assures him that God is the one to thank for his good bagels, not him. Pondering how to thank God, Benny decides to take a bag of bagels to the synagogue and put them inside "His Special Box," the Ark. Every Friday he gives bagels to God there, and every Sunday they are gone, so he thinks God must like them. When Grandpa, curious to know what Benny is doing with the bagels, follows him, they both wonder and wait to see what happens. Benny realizes that a poor man has been eating the bagels, and feels that he has failed in his aim. But Grandpa reminds him that he has made the world a little better, and asks "what better thanks could God have?"



 Brainteasers from Jewish Folklore - A collection of puzzling situations and stories from Jewish folklore, concerning outsmarting others, coping with those in power, and learning how to live.



 Bubbe Isabella and the Sukkot Cake - One Sukkot, Bubbe Isabella builds a sukkah and decorates it with leaves and branches, colored cloth, apples, grapes, corn, and pumpkins. Each night she wishes for someone to sit with her and share her freshly baked lemon cake. However, the only guests she receives are a caterpillar, a moth, a squirrel, a raccoon, a deer, and a bear that accidentally smashes the cake. They all enjoy munching on different parts of the sukkah and spending the evening together. Just as she is about to disassemble it, a boy asks for her colored cloth to make a flag for the Simchat Torah holiday procession. Bubbe Isabella is happy to finally be able to share her sukkah with someone else.
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 The Butterfly - Monique finds her life changed by the Nazis during the war; but her real change comes when she discovers a Jewish girl is hiding from them in her own basement. The two become friends, but their friendship endangers their families.



 The Carp in the Bathtub - Leah and her brother hatch a plan to save the Passover carp from the cooking pot.
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 The Chanukah Blessing – A mysterious visitor rewards a poor family for showing him hospitality on the fifth night of Chanukah.
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 Chanukah on the Prairie - After the Zalcman family immigrates to Grand Forks, North Dakota, they are welcomed by the local Jewish community and celebrate their first Chanukah on the prairie.



 Colors of Israel - Explores the different colors found in Israel's history, culture, and landscape.
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 Daddy’s Chair - When Michael's father dies his family sits shiva, observing the Jewish week of mourning, and remembers the good things about him.
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 Elisabeth - Forced to flee the Nazis, a young girl and her family eventually end up in the United States where, years later, with a young daughter of her own, she is improbably reunited with the beloved doll she left behind in Germany.


For Heaven’s Sake - Isaiah hears the expression, “for heaven's sake" often, and decides he wants to find out what and where heaven is, particularly since he has been told that his grandfather is there. After unsatisfactory answers from his father, uncle, sister, and the mail carrier, he asks his grandmother. Isaiah and his grandmother then spend the day looking for heaven in all the places that his grandfather frequented: the soup kitchen where he volunteered, the library, and choir practice. When the child does not see the intended connections, Grandma answers, "I think, Isaiah, we can get close to heaven and to God in a place in our hearts. I feel there is a part of Grandpa in all the places and people we visited today, and a little bit of heaven, too."
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 Gershon’s Monster - Gershon and his wife live on the shores of the Black Sea "many years ago" in this retelling of a very old Hasidic legend. Gershon has made mistakes in his life, but never regretted or apologized. He has simply swept the bad deeds into the cellar. Once a year, on Rosh Hashanah, he bags them and tosses them into the sea. But "there is always a price to pay." When Gershon and his wife finally have the twin children they have wanted for so long, he is warned that he will lose them because of his thoughtlessness. A monster from the sea threatens the children, so Gershon offers himself instead, finally sorry for his wickedness. Spared, he leads a better life in the future. The author's note explains the relationship of the story to the Jewish New Year theme of repentance.
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 God’s Paintbrush - Wonderfully interactive, God's Paintbrush is a multicultural, non-denominational, non-sectarian book for children (K-4) which invites children of all faiths and backgrounds to encounter God through moments in their own lives. God's Paintbrush provides questions adult and child can explore together.




 Grandpa and Me on Tu B’Shevat - Tu B'Shevat is celebrated in January or February and commemorates the environmental need to plant new trees. In a cumulative rhyme à la "The House That Jack Built," a little boy and his grandfather plant a seedling and watch it develop into an apple tree as they grow older, passing on to succeeding generations the tradition of caring for the tree and enjoying its fruit. The rhyme reads aloud well and is complemented by very basic block-style watercolors showing a little boy's development into a man who eventually becomes a grandparent, and a tree that is also changing and maturing.
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 Hannah’s Journal - As life in 1901 Lithuania grows more dangerous for Jewish people, Hannah's family seizes an opportunity to send Hannah to America with her cousin Esther. At age 10, insatiably curious Hannah is more courageous than 14-year-old Esther and must push her through each door that brings them closer to their new life. Along the way the girls encounter a young orphan boy, and together, the three withstand the grueling journey across the ocean in the steerage compartment of the ship. But even after they've laid eyes on the Statue of Liberty, they're still not home free. They spend almost a month on Ellis Island, waiting for their American sponsor to find them, dreading the possibility of being deported before they ever set foot on the mainland. Hannah records her experiences and childlike drawings in a journal her "Papashka" (father) gave her before she departed.



 Hanukkah at Valley Forge - The presence of Jews in the American Revolution is the subject of this fictional encounter between General George Washington and a Polish immigrant fighting with the Continental Army. As Washington surveys his troops on a cold winter's evening, he stops at a hut to watch the soldier as he lights candles and murmurs a prayer. The man explains that it's Hanukkah, and tells the general the ancient story of the fight for religious freedom against King Antiochus. Likening the Jews' struggle and ultimate triumph against a powerful oppressor to the American fight for independence provides a bridge between these two men and broadens the scope of the tale.
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 Hanukkah Cat - Hanukkah Cat is the skinny orange kitten that appears on Lenny's doorstep the first night of Hanukkah. His parents disapprove and warn that cats are too much trouble and it can stay no longer than the eight days of the holiday. No matter how hard Lenny tries to keep it occupied by his serial telling of the Maccabees and the Temple and the oil, the cat gets into mischief daily. But this is the season for miracles, so expect a happy ending for this endearing tale, a snuggle-up-and-listen story if there ever was one.



 Hanukkah Lights, Hanukkah Nights - This charming Hanukkah story beautifully introduces several holiday traditions, including lighting the menorah, reciting blessings, playing dreidel games, and more.



 Hanukkah Moon - When Isobel visits her Aunt Luisa--who has just returned from Mexico--at Hanukkah, she not only has a wonderful time, she learns some new things about this special holiday.


The Hardest Word: A Yom Kippur Story - The Ziz, a huge bird that is clumsy but good-hearted, accidentally destroys a vegetable garden, and when he asks God for advice he learns the importance of apologizing.



 Hayyim’s Ghost - A classic Jewish tale. Hayyim wakes up one morning only to find out that the entire town thinks he’s "gone to Heaven." But he’s still here! With the help of the Rabbi, Hayyim sets out to find out what really happened.
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 The Hebrew Months Tell Their Story - The Doodle Family takes off on an expedition to discover the secret of the Jewish Months. They learn where the names of the Jewish months come from, how the symbols of the zodiac reveal the essence of each month, and how both the sun and the moon determine the seasons of the Jewish calendar.



 Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins - Can Hershel really rid the village synagogue of goblins? He successfully uses his wits to oust the eight creatures haunting the old synagogue and who are preventing the villagers from celebrating Hanukkah.


 Izzy Hagbah - The children in the synagogue listen wide-eyed to the tale of Izzy, King of the Hagbah, who was able to lift the Torah scroll more than 9 columns wide. Where Izzy came from, no one really knew, nor did he dress like everyone else when he came to synagogue. But one thing was certain: Izzy was driven by some mystical force to do the mitzvah of Hagbah like no one else in the world. As Izzy gets older, his strength begins to wane until, one day, something happens and the people in the synagogue witness a true miracle. 



 The Jewish Child’s First Book of Why - In direct and simple language, Rabbi Kolatch explains the significance of some of the most fascinating traditions and customs of Judaism and introduces the child to the major and minor holidays in the Jewish calendar. The text is enhanced by the lively full-color illustrations of one of Israels leading contemporary artists.
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 Journey’s with Elijah: Eight Tales of the Prophet - In this collection of tales, the prophet Elijah travels the earth working miracles, visiting Jews in the traditional European and Middle Eastern settings of Jewish folktales to lesser-known Jewish communities in China and South America. Each story is prefaced by a brief explanation of time and place.



 The Keeping Quilt - A homemade quilt ties together the lives of four generations of an immigrant Jewish family, remaining a symbol of their enduring love and faith.



 Kibitzers and Fools - A saying: It pays to have a little chutzpah (nerve). With Old World charm, universal humor, and just a bit of chutzpah, Simms Taback offers this lively spin on thirteen playful tales -- as only he could. Paired with his trademark vibrant and hilarious artwork, these stories illustrate ultimate universal truths and important life lessons, from the difference between a shlemiel and a shlimazel to the idea that just because you can talk doesn't mean you make sense. Taback delivers the perfect combination of wisdom and humor -- just the way your zayda (grandpa) would.
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 The Last Pair of Shoes - Shalva, a young orphan struggling to support his family in war-torn Europe, becomes a shoemaker and sacrifices his own comfort by giving away his last pair of shoes to a needy stranger.


 Lon Lon’s Big Night (Hebrew-English) - Lon-Lon, a little sand fox, was born in the Negev, the desert of Israel. Lon-Lon lived with his family inside an underground burrow. One night Lon-Lon was allowed for the first time to go outside. He stepped out of the burrow, began to play, and then suddenly found himself alone in the middle of the desert, far from his home and family. That was the beginning of Lon-Lon's big night.



 Lots of Latkes - There's more than one way to have a "bring something along to go with the latkes" Hanukkah party, Rivka Leah finds when her guests all run into problems with their intended offerings. Moshe the Milkman can not bring sour cream because the cow kicks over the cream pail; Chana, who has a fruit orchard, can not bring applesauce because her apples have turned rotten; Avrom the Fisherman can not bring fish to fry because they are not biting that day; and Manya the Baker can not bring jelly donuts because the mice have gotten into her sugar. No harm done, though, because a festive spirit will find a way to make a happy holiday celebration, and each guest pulls out a talent to create a wonderful evening for all.



 Lotty’s Lace Tablecloth - Lotty Gross dreams of becoming a famous lace maker. While learning the trade she begins work on a lace tablecloth for her wedding chest. She decides that she will use the cloth every Friday night to welcome the Sabbath Queen. Her plans are spoiled when the Empress Elizabeth sees the cloth and insists on buying it for her Sunday palace receptions. When the empress hears about the Sabbath Queen she wants to know who her rival is.
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 The Magic of Kol Nidre: A Yom Kippur Story - Kol Nidre, the opening prayer of the Yom Kippur eve service, is chanted three times, first softly, then a little louder, then very loudly. In this book, the narrator explores the reasons for the repetition and searches for the "magic" of Kol Nidre. Three times he gives possible explanations-once when he is a boy with his grandfather, once as a new father holding his baby daughter, and finally as an old man with his grandson. Each time, the narrator has a different insight into the prayer. In the final scene, he discovers that the magic of Kol Nidre is the way that it brings all types of Jews together once a year.



 The Magic Pomegranate - Three handsome and clever brothers compete to find the world's most unusual gift. Includes a note on doing good deeds, or mitzvah, and discusses the symbolism of the pomegranate in Judaism.



 Matzah Ball: A Passover Story - Aaron must bring a bag lunch to the baseball game during Passover, but while his friends are off at the concession stand, something wonderful happens.


 Mayer Aaron Levi and His Lemon Tree - Mayer Aaron Levi lives in a small village. Like his fellow Jews, Mayer Aaron studies Torah and goes to the synagogue three times a day. Unlike everybody else, he also owns a lemon tree. When the lemons are ripe his wife Raizel brews her special lemonade, chills it and puts it in jars so that Mayer Aaron can make extra money for the family by selling it in the town square. Even though Raizel is very possessive about the lemons, Mayer Aaron realizes that they have more than enough. While he finds a way to secretly share the extra lemons with the village's poor people, Raizel thinks a thief is stealing them. The plot thickens as Raizel sits outside guarding the family property, only to find that her husband has a lesson he wants to hand down from generation to generation.



 Mendel’s Accordion - In his small Eastern European village Mendel is well known for his accordion playing, but after hard times he emigrates to New York and after many years his playing is forgotten until his great-grandson Samuel finds his instrument.
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 Mrs. Katz and Tush - In this special Passover story, Larnel Moore, a young African-American boy, and Mrs. Katz, an elderly Jewish woman, develop an unusual friendship through their mutual concern for an abandoned cat named Tush. Together they explore the common themes of suffering and triumph in each of their cultures.


 The Mystery Bear - When Little Bear wakes up from hibernation and goes off in search of something to eat, the smells of a delicious feast draw him to a nearby house. The people inside are having a wonderful time and are delighted to welcome the stranger in a bear costume—after all, it's Purim, when lots of people dress up! Little Itzik suspects that the stranger might actually be a real bear, but everyone else is having too much fun to pay attention to his warnings.
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 Nine Spoons: A Chanukah Story - As her grandchildren cluster around Oma on the last night of Chanukah, she tells them about a long-ago celebration when she was a young woman in a Nazi concentration camp. Her bunkmate, an artist named Raizel, declared that she could make a menorah for the children in the barracks if only she had nine spoons. Such utensils were a rare and precious commodity, but the interned women took risks and made sacrifices to obtain them. By twisting and bending the spoons together, Raizel fashioned a menorah, and the children experienced their own Chanukah miracle. This moving story, based on a real incident, is told in a simple and straightforward manner. The horrors of the camp are not graphically depicted, but even young children will gain an understanding of the deprivations faced by the inmates.


 Noah and the Ziz - The Ziz, a huge and clumsy but well-meaning bird, tries to help Noah gather all the animals together before the flood, but his strength, size, and enthusiasm create some problems.
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 The Number on My Grandfather’s Arm - The moving story of a young girl who learns of her grandfather's experience in Auschwitz and then helps him overcome his sensitivity about the number on his arm, this award-winning picture book gives young children "just enough" information about the Holocaust without overwhelming them.
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 One Yellow Daffodil - Putting his war-torn childhood out of his mind and concentrating on his flower shop, Holocaust survivor Morris Kaplan is invited by his favorite customers to spend Hanukkah with their family and finds the courage to face his past.


 Papa Jethro - When Rachel asks her Grandpa Nick why he is Christian when she is Jewish, he relates the biblical story of Jethro and his grandson Gershom, who loved one another very much despite their different religious beliefs.
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 Papa’s Latkes - A family prepares to celebrate Chanukah for the first time since Mama died — in this heartfelt, bittersweet tale that will resonate with anyone who has ever faced an empty chair at the holiday table.Three plates, Selma reminded herself. Just three plates this Chanukah.For Selma and her little sister, Dora, this is their first Chanukah without Mama. When Papa comes home carrying a big bag of potatoes and all the ingredients for latkes, Selma is worried. Mama always made the Chanukah latkes. Could they make them without her? Selma comes to realize that while Chanukah — and especially latkes — will never be the same without Mama, Selma can still celebrate, and will always remember.
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 Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story - Looks at the Chinese diplomat who used his powers--against the orders of his own government--to assist thousands of Jews in escaping the Nazis in Lithuania.
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 Passport Picture Dictionary (English and Hebrew) - The Passport Picture Dictionary is designed to teach words and their meanings through the medium of pictures, organized by topic. It contains over 1,300 nouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions, idioms and phrases.


 Pini the Pitcher - Just as the Maccabees are about to give up on finding clean oil for the Menorah, out rolls Pini the Pitcher to save the day - all 8 of them!


 The Purim Surprise - Having moved to a new city just before Purim, Naomi reluctantly agrees to help deliver shalach manot, Purim treats, to total strangers while worrying that her mother has forgotten her seventh birthday.


 Reach for the Stars: A Little Torah’s Journey - The story of the miniature Torah that was taken by Israel astronaut, Ilan Ramon on the ill-fated Columbia Space Shuttle. The Torah went through the Holocaust and survived along with its guardian, Joachim Joseph. Years later, Ramon asked Joachim to take it aboard the shuttle, explaining why he wanted to do such a thing. With an introduction by Joachim Joseph.


 Rebecca’s Journey Home - When Mr. and Mrs. Stein and their young sons Gabe and Jacob adopt a baby girl from Vietnam, the family reflects on their eagerness for her to become an addition to their family, as well as a blessed part of the Jewish people.
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 The Rugrats’ Book of Chanukah - Whether they're charging the stage at the Chanukah pageant or learning about the Menorah, these babies put their very own spin on a special time of year. The book, based on the Rugrats hit Chanukah special, also includes a one-page telling of the story of Chanukah.


 Seven Animal Stories For Children - A collection of Bible stories and Jewish folktales, related in sprightly retellings that teach lessons about desirable human traits. David learns respect for others when a frog's croaking praises God as well as his own harp songs. Solomon banishes a treacherous snake who shows no gratitude. A spider's loyal friendship saves David's life. Jonah learns responsibility. Noah's raven has a bad attitude, and the dove has a good one. A bee is honest in admitting that she stung the mighty King Solomon. Several questions and a double-page spread that shows all of the characters follow each story. The writing is informal, often funny, and good for reading aloud.
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 Shlemazel And the Remarkable Spoon of Pohost - Lazy Shlemazel is convinced he has no luck. But Moshke the tinker promises him that his luck will change if he sets to work using the "amazing, remarkable spoon of Pohost." Shlemazel gets busy—tilling the poretz's field, helping the miller, and baking cakes with pretty Chaya Massel. Although "luck" remains elusive, what Shlemazel does find is even better.


The Shabbat Book: A Weekly Guide for the Whole Family - This beautifully illustrated book can be read by children alone or in a family setting. With a colorful page for each week of the Jewish calendar, it is designed to integrate the weekly Torah portion with the ideas, traditions and customs of the Sabbath.



 Shalom’s Treasure: How Sholom Aleichem Became a Writer - Sholom Aleichem's favorite childhood memory may have been listening as his father read stories aloud on Saturday nights and a roomful of adults burst out laughing. Sholom wanted to make people laugh, too. At school he became the class clown. At home he imitated even his pious grandmother. But Sholom was also thoughtful. In Russia in the 1800s, life was especially difficult for Jews, and Sholom longed to help his father by finding a legendary hidden treasure. It turned out that Sholom Aleichem's destiny was to give his father a different kind of treasure - one of words and tales that to this day bring laughter to readers around the world.
[image: image64.png]


 Snow in Jerusalem - Peace in the world—who has not yearned for that? Peaces in Jerusalem—can it really happen? Avi and Hamudi, who live in separate worlds in their Jewish and Muslim quarters of the Old City, seem to witness that miracles can still occur. The medium is a blue-eyed white cat whom they both are feeding, each unaware of the other's existence and role until kittens and a most unusual snowfall bring them all together. Naming and sharing the cat seems more reasonable than accusations and fighting over her, and so a friendship is born, hope flames in Jerusalem.


 Solomon ant the Trees - As a child, Solomon loved the forest and visited it often. But all too soon Solomon grows up and becomes a king. He becomes very busy and forgets about the forest and his friends, the animals. In this lushly illustrated environmental midrash, Solomon comes to understand the price that must be paid when we don’t take care of the earth and its blessings. Great storybook for Tu B'Shvat.


 Sophie and the Shofar: A New Year’s Story - Two cousins, Sophie and Sasha, play and work together until a missing shofar comes between them.This is a heartfelt story about two young children that incorporates many High Holy Day themes, including blowing the shofar and attending synagogue. Bright, richly detailed illustrations capture the live-lines and real-life emotions of Sophie and Sasha as they learn about forgiveness, love, and saying "I'm sorry" during Rosh Hashanah.


 Too Much of a Good Thing - This lengthy tale from religious writings tells of King Antoninus, who is so taken with the Sabbath when he visits the home of his friend Rabbi Judah that he wants to bring the idea back to his kingdom. But Antoninus liked to do things big, so instead of celebrating once a week, he orders a Sabbath that's a week long. With everyone resting and no one working, things soon begin falling apart. It's only when Rabbi Judah visits the now-distraught king that the problem is solved.



 Where Do People Go When They Die? - The age-old question gets some thoughtful answers in this to-the-point book. A child asks her father where people go when they die. Father answers, "They are buried in the ground . . and become part of the earth and of nature." Mother talks of heaven, Grandfather says the dead go into our memories and become part of our minds. The child's aunt talks about how those who die go into our hearts: "They are with us when we cry and when we laugh." The child comes to her own conclusion: "When we die we go to God, who is Everywhere." The answers are slightly more elaborate than the above quotes, but written at a level even young children can understand. Portnoy, a rabbi, concludes with several pages of suggestions for parents, advising them of other questions children might ask and ways to answer.


The White Ram - The ram waits patiently in the Garden of Eden and beyond until God calls. More than once the Evil One tries to thwart him, but the ram insists, "I must save the child." He runs through swamps and jungles, leaps over lions, and finally scales the sacred mount, where he sees Isaac bound to an altar and Abraham weeping. After God intercedes with Abraham, the ram meets his fate "and his soul [flies] into God's hands."
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 Willy & Max: A Holocaust Story - When Max's dad buys a painting from the window of Willy's dad's antique shop, Willy and Max become instant friends. They are just alike, down to their same missing tooth! Even though Max lives in the Jewish quarter, the boys are inseparable - until the Nazi's come. They take everything from Max's family, including the precious painting that began the boys' friendship. And though they promise to be friends forever, Willy and Max know that something unspeakable is coming between them, and they may never see each other again...
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 The Wisdom Bird – The author draws on biblical and traditional Jewish and African tales for this clever and affecting story. When the Queen of Sheba hears that King Solomon is the wisest of all men, she journeys with her entourage to Jerusalem to meet him. After a grand reception, she requests that he teach her what he can do with his knowledge. He promises to perform whatever task she sets, and the queen asks him to build a palace out of bird beaks. As Solomon summons all the birds to take their beaks, the hoopoe bird tempts Solomon with three riddles, "three things you do not know." The riddles lead Solomon to realize the irreparable harm he is contemplating and he tells the hoopoe, "I will not hurt you or any creature just to show my power." He then apologizes to the queen. She responds, "I wanted you to teach me something important, and you did. You taught me it is better to break a promise than do something that is wrong."
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 The Yellow Star: The Legend of King Christian X of Denmark - Blending fact with legend, the author tells of Denmark's King Christian X's simple act of rebellion and courage, which served to unite his people against the Nazis. It is the king's custom to ride through the streets of Copenhagen unguarded, counting on the love of his people to protect him. When the Nazis circulate the order that all Jews must wear yellow stars on their clothing, the king devises a way to protect them. He makes his morning rounds as is his custom, but wears a yellow Star of David on his finest suit. The final illustrations depict shopkeepers, policemen, and others, all following their monarch's lead. "And, once again, in the country of Denmark, there were only Danes."
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