JCH Book Fair – Ages 9-12




 A Shout in the Sunshine - Set in 15th-century Greece, this young adult novel tells the story of an extraordinary friendship between two boys from different cultural backgrounds. On the surface, Miguel, a refugee from post-Inquisition Spain, and David, the son of a wealthy Greek Jewish fabric merchant, have little in common. As they work together in David's family shop, they find they share a special connection that goes beyond the divide of rich and poor, Spanish and Greek. Will an argument over David's sister be more than their friendship can bear? A Shout in the Sunshine sheds light on an often forgotten part of Jewish history - the Greek Jewish experience. Set in tumultuous times for the Greek Jewish community, the book explores what happens when two distinct Jewish communities must learn to live together. In 1492 King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella expelled the Jewish community of Spain. Sultan Beyazit II invited these refugees to Thessalonika, a community already home to a diverse Jewish population with deep roots in Greece. The melding of these different Jewish groups created a vibrant Jewish community that was, tragically, almost entirely destroyed during World War II. This book is a testimony to the remarkable nature of this once thriving world.
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 Albert Einstein: Young Thinker - Presents the early life of the German-born physicist whose theory of relativity revolutionized scientific thinking.



 All-of-a-Kind-Family - Meet the All-of-a-Kind Family -- Ella, Henny, Sarah, Charlotte, and Gertie -- who live with their parents in New York City at the turn of the century. Together they share adventures that find them searching for hidden buttons while dusting Mama's front parlor and visiting with the peddlers in Papa's shop on rainy days. The girls enjoy doing everything together, especially when it involves holidays and surprises. But no one could have prepared them for the biggest surprise of all!


 All Star Season - After competing both in the Jewish school they attend and on the baseball field, ninth-grader Reuven and his younger brother Avi find that teamwork is better than competition.



 And God Cried, Too: A Kid’s Book of Healing and Hope - Two characters, Angel Gabe and young angel-in-training Mikey, raise tough questions and seek compassionate, loving answers. In 15 chapters, they wrestle with issues of why September 11 happened, why a pet died, why God works miracles, etc. The stories and conclusions represent a Judeo-Christian view of the world where God is compassionate and loving, and where neighborliness and kindness to others are of utmost importance. Each chapter ends with "Things to Think About." The book is conciliatory, comforting, and gentle.



 The Diary of Anne Frank - 
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 A Picture of Grandmother - When Uncle Benjamin writes a letter to Sara’s mother, his sister, in Vilna inviting her and Grandmother Hanna to the 1939 World’s Fair in New York, he requests that Sara’s mother bring with her a photograph of their mother. But Sara has never seen the photograph mentioned in the letter. After searching through her mother’s things, she pays a visit to her Great-aunt Lisa who bluntly tells her that Grandmother Hanna is not really the mother of Sara’s mother, but her stepmother. Sara’s "real" grandmother, who was Great-aunt Lisa’s sister, died giving birth to Uncle Benjamin. Initially angry with Great-aunt Lisa for revealing the secret, Sara forgives her when she makes a gift to Grandmother Hanna of the brooch worn by her sister in the photograph.
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 Behind the Bedroom Wall - It's 1942. Thirteen-year-old Korinna Rehme is an active member of her local Jungmadel, a Nazi youth group, along with many of her friends. She believes that Hitler is helping Germany by instituting a program to deal with what he calls the "Jewish problem," a program that she witnesses as her Jewish neighbors are attacked and taken from their homes. Korinna's parents, however, are members of a secret underground group providing a means of escape to the Jews of their city. Korinna is shocked to discover that they are hiding a refugee family behind the wall of her bedroom. But as she comes to know the family, her sympathies begin to turn. When someone tips off the Gestapo, loyalties are put to the test and Korinna must decide what she really believes and whom she really trusts.



 Bobbie Rosenfeld: The Olympian Who Could Do Everything - Bobbie Rosenfeld May Be Canada's all-round greatest athlete of the twentieth century. A Sports Hall of Famer, Bobbie was born in 1904 in Russia and came to Canada when she was less than a month old. As a young girl she excelled in track and field, ice hockey, tennis, basketball and softball. At the 1928 Summer Olympics, she won gold and silver medals. But Bobbie Rosenfeld's popularity was due to more than her athletic ability or, later, her skills as a sportswriter. She was loved as much as anything for her strength of character--her decency, honesty and sense of fair play.


 The Boy from Seville - At age eleven, Manuel has already fled with his family from Portugal to Spain, because the seventeenth-century persecution of Jews is less severe there, but passing as Christian becomes more and more difficult as the Inquisition continues.
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 The Boy in the Striped Pajamas - Through the eyes of an innocent nine-year-old boy named Bruno, listeners become complicit bystanders, observing some of the horrors of the Holocaust. Bruno's limited comprehension of all going on around him begs listeners, presumably with more knowledge than the protagonist, to glean the fuller story between the lines. When his father, an officer for "the Fury," as Bruno refers to him, is transferred from Berlin to a new post in Poland called "Out-With," Bruno and his family try to adjust. From his new bedroom window Bruno can see a fenced-in camp where all the inhabitants wear striped pajamas. He learns more about this intriguing place when he befriends a boy inside the camp named Shmuel (who happens to share Bruno's birthday). Their friendship progresses dangerously and brings Boyne's tale to a shocking end that is sure to be a discussion starter.
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 The Case of the Missing Baseball Cards



 The Cat with the Yellow Star: Coming of Age in Terezin - Ela Stein was eleven years old in February of 1942 when she was sent to the Terezin concentration camp. While there, a children's opera called Brundibar was performed, and Ela was chosen to play the pivotal role of the cat. Full of sorrow, yet persistent in its belief that humans can triumph over evil, this unusual memoir pays tribute to the brave and devoted adults who helped the children of Terezin.



 The Cross by Day, the Mezuzzah by Night - Everything Isabel has known to be true changes on her thirteenth birthday. On that day, she learns she has a Hebrew name and a second identity as a secret Marrano Jew. She lives in Seville, Spain in 1492. Her father is the royal tax collector for the city. However, no position is above the scrutiny of the Holy Office of the Inquisition. Isabel's father arranges an elaborate escape plan for the family. She must prepare to leave her privileged life to join the masses of impoverished Jews departing in a forced expulsion. At first, Isabel is overcome with self-pity. How can she leave her best friend, Teresa? How can she sneak out of her Spanish homeland like a common criminal? An auto-de-fe´, a public burning of Marrano Jews, galvanizes Isabel's commitment to her Jewish heritage. When her beloved father is betrayed, the fear of leaving home is replaced by the danger of staying. Isabel must discover the courage to escape with her mother and baby brother. Abhorred by both the Christian and the Jewish community, Marrano Jews found themselves in an impossible snare. This dramatic story provides a piercing picture of Spanish-Jewish history.
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 The Day the Rabbi Disappeared - Provides readers with a collection of twelve tales that tie fantasty and magic to major Jewish holidays, such as Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, and Passover.
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 The Devil’s Arithmetic - Hannah resents stories of her Jewish heritage and of the past until, when opening the door during a Passover Seder, she finds herself in Poland during World War II where she experiences the horrors of a concentration camp, and learns why she-- and we--need to remember the past.



 The Devora Doresh Mysteries - A dozen difficult dilemmas for adynamite detective--Devora Doresh! Join Devora as she uses her quick mind, sharp intuition and Jewish knowledge to solve twelve mysterious cases. * A family's precious diamonds are missing. Can Devora find out what happened? * A sneaky thief keeps breaking into the house, but what is he after? Can Devora catch him in time? * Strange noises are heard in the shul, and bad things keep happening. Can Devora get to the bottom of it? * And more! Twelve exciting stories in all! This collection is sure to keep you on the edge of your seat.



 Does God Have A Big Toe?: Stories About Stories in the Bible - Man is sometimes overserious when trying to explain the workings of the world. Never has there been a more playful telling of Old Testament stories than that of Rabbi Gellman. He pictures Noah, hammering away at the ark, all the time recommending to his friends that they move to higher places or take the swimming lessons they've been putting off. He poetically describes the partnership between God and Adam. Gellman interjects humor, humanness, wit, and wondering into stories told for centuries without ever losing a sense of respect and honor.
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 Dreams in the Golden Country: The Diary of Zipporah Feldman, a Jewish Immigrant Girl - This book tells of one Jewish family's experiences as they escape the pogroms of Russia only to encounter the tenements of New York City. There is such a richness to life, as described by 12-year-old Zipporah Feldman, that it transcends the poverty and overcrowding of the family's new home. Papa is a professional violinist who works in a garment factory and becomes more Americanized every day. Mama is deeply rooted in her ethnic heritage and history. Zipporah, the youngest of the three daughters, is in public school desperately trying to escape her first grade placement by day; and by night she is recording in her Yiddish diary the story of her family's growth, adjustment, trials and triumphs.
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 The Essential Jewish Trivia Book for Kids - This book was written by kids for kids. Nine different categories, ranging from Jewish History to Jewish Geography, from Customs and Laws to Arts and Literature, combine to make learning about Judaism fun and interesting. With hundreds of essential Jewish questions and answers, and an equal number of trivia challenges, this book is ideal for home, synagogue, youth groups, and Hebrew School. 



The Flag With Fifty-six Stars: A Gift from the Survivors of Mauthausen - In the spring of 1945, U.S. troops marched into the Mauthausen concentration camp in Austria to liberate surviving prisoners and were given an American flag that had been secretly made by a group of detainees there. This is an inspiring account of the camp, its survivors, and its liberators. Using scraps and whatnot found at the camp, the prisoners secretly worked to create a gift for their American heroes. A photograph shows a carefully hand-stitched and well-thought-out flag. Although it has the correct 13 stripes, the prisoners overestimated the number of stars needed. Nazi atrocities are muted here, but the sorrow, hunger, hopelessness, and, finally, optimism shine through in the pictures and in the text.
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 Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story - If she could find four perfect pebbles of almost exactly the same size and shape, it meant that her family would remain whole. Mama and papa and she and Albert would survive Bergen-Belsen. The four of them might even survive the Nazis' attempt to destroy every last Jew in Europe. 




 For Kids - Putting God on Your Guest List: How to Claim the Spiritual Meaning of Your Bar or Bat Mitzvah - This is a kids' companion guide to the widely acclaimed guide for parents by the same author, Putting God on the Guest List: How to Reclaim the Spiritual Meaning of Your Child's Bar or Bat Mitzvah. And surely this work does guide students through the details both secular (gifts, parties, dealing with parents) and ritualistic (prayers, speeches, decorum) of preparing and conducting the Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah, the Jewish coming of age ceremony. But, it is much more than that. It also is a workbook for a young adolescent who is trying to figure out his/her evolving role in Jewish history and Jewish life. And for the older reader, this work can serve as an informative and highly readable reminder about what being Jewish is really all about. 



 Ghosts and Golems: Haunting Tales of the Supernatural - Jewish stories of the supernatural are nothing new. The very first Jewish ghost story appears in the Bible. This collection offers contemporary tales with modern-day children as the main characters. The stories, each illustrated with pen-and-ink drawings, are suspenseful and haunting. The spirits in these tales are forces for momentous change in the lives of the children who encounter them -- helping them to gain new understandings of themselves and their Jewish tradition. So, too, will these stories have a lasting impact on young readers.


 The Good Liar - The year is 1940 and France has fallen to the German army. In the village of Mont-Saint-Martin, brothers Pierre, René, and Fat Marcel enjoy an idyllic childhood-stealing berry tarts, playing soldiers, and holding contests to determine who of the three is the biggest and best liar. As the small community, especially its Jewish members, begins to feel the effects of the war, René and Marcel form a warm but secret friendship with one of the German soldiers occupying their village. The boys know no good can come of this friendship, but they don't realize the extent to which they have put the lives of their family and friends in jeopardy - until they discover that they are not the only experts at lying. In this poignant, thoughtful, and charming story, told in the form of letters to a group of schoolchildren by the now-adult Marcel, Gregory Maguire again proves his range and depth as a storyteller.
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 Greater Than Angels - In the autumn of 1940, when Anna Hirsch, her friends, and family, are rounded up by Nazis and deported to Gurs, a refugee camp in the south of France, they see little hope on the horizon. But the children held in the camp are sent on to Le Chambon, a tiny village whose citizens have agreed to care for deported children. There, in the face of escalating dominance and threats from the Nazi party, and regardless of the risk to themselves, the good people of Le Chambon protect the refugees who seek asylum in their homes.



 The Hebrew Kid and the Apache Maiden - In the years after the Civil War, a Jewish family migrates westward, seeking a homestead and the freedom and security denied them in their native Russia. Led by Papa, a great scholar and mystic, and Mama, a pragmatic, loving woman, the family overcomes great hardship in their search for the promise of America-a home to call their own, a life free from oppression. So begins the tale of young Ariel, a wise, serious and sometimes impulsive boy, determined to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah. Traversing the rugged, lawless American Southwest, Ariel encounters Lozen, the sister of the great Apache warrior chieftain Victorio. Becoming fast friends, Ariel and Lozen learn from one another how both peoples cling tenaciously and lovingly to their traditions and beliefs in the face of incredible challenges, and how the land around them is alive with wonder-and danger.



 I have Some Questions About God - I Have Some Questions About God is a collection of twelve questions about God (and related issues) from children. Six wonderful rabbis, all parents, have written answers to these questions. Most of their answers are stories. Added are a series of targeted exercises that encourage children to reflect and share their experiences of God in the world. The end result is a collection of wonderful stories and hands-on experiences. With I Have Some Questions About God parents and children are invited to enter into conversations about God that are as easy as reading stories and then asking,"Which of these answers is the closest to the way you believe?"



 Janusz Korczak's Children - The Polish Jewish writer and educator Janusz Korczak was best known for his medical career and the orphanage he developed and directed under a progressive educational philosophy harboring children's rights. Focused on the importance of childhood, Korczak was at the height of his much-respected career, with a radio show and published articles and books for both adults and children, when the Nazis invaded Poland and displaced the Jews to the Warsaw ghetto. Ever cognizant of the children's well-being and fears, Korczak stayed with them, accompanying them to certain death in Treblinka, even when an officer, who valued the author's children's stories, offered to save just him.


 Jewish Sports Stories For Kids - An anthology of sport stories that include baseball, hockey, chess, ballet, etc. all expressing Jewish values and/or relating to Jewish life.


 Jewish Sci-Fi Stories For Kids - Here are science fiction stories that bend the limits of the imagination - but with a distinctly Jewish twist!


 Jewish Detective Stories For Kids - Stories of loaded dreidles, sinister stamp albums, too-hot-to handle teapots, secret tunnels, secret chambers, and secret lives.


 Jewish “Love” Stories For Kids - Stories include the love of a family for a mentally challenged sibling; the bond between a child and his adopted pet; the attempt by different generations to reach each other; the love between sisters; and the eternal bond between those we have loved and ourselves. 



 Jewish Sports Stars: Athletic Heroes Past And Present - Teeming with fascinating facts, statistics, and historical anecdotes, athletes from the entire spectrum of popular sports are featured--from "Hammerin' Hank" Greenberg to the pro-wrestler Goldberg.



 The Journey That Saved Curious George: The True Wartime Escape of Margret and H. A. Rey - This beautifully designed volume is a must-have for children's literature buffs. The book is divided into two parts: the first gives background on the couple's childhoods and early life together; the second half is devoted to their dramatic escape from World War II-torn Europe. Husband and wife were both Jewish, born in Hamburg. After serving in the German army during World War I, Hans sailed to Brazil, where he wore a big hat and sailed down the Amazon. Margaret, an old family friend, joined him in 1935, and they soon married. Their honeymoon in Paris lasted four years. It was here that they began writing children's books about a curious little monkey named Fifi. By May of 1940 it was clear they must flee. So begins the second part. Tirelessly cycling by day, they boarded train after train as the Nazis occupied Paris, finally sailing to Rio. From there, it was on to New York, and within a year, Curious George was published.



 Julia’s Kitchen - Cara Segal is a born worrier. She figures her worrying works like a whisper in God’s ear – if Cara’s concerned about car crashes,
kidnappings, or murders, she lets God know, and he always spares her. But Cara never thought to worry about a fire. And one night while she’s sleeping at a friend’s house, her house catches fire, and her mother and younger sister are both killed.
Throughout shiva, the initial Jewish mourning period, Cara can’t help wondering about God’s role in the tragedy. And what is her father’s role in her life now? He walks around like a ghost and refuses to talk about the fire. Cara longs for her family and her home, where sweet smells filled the house as Cara’s mom filled orders for her catering business, Julia’s Kitchen. Then one day a call comes in for a cookie order, and Cara gets a wild idea. Maybe by bringing back Julia’s Kitchen, she can find a way to reconnect with everything she’s lost. Complete with a glossary of Hebrew and Yiddish terms and a recipe for chocolate chip cookies, this debut novel is a joyous tribute to the resiliency of the human spirit.
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 The Kid’s Catalog of Jewish Holidays - A cornucopia of riches celebrating the Jewish holidays, the easy-to-use introduction to each holiday gathers together a rare blend of stories, poems, recipes, songs, crafts, puzzles, cartoons, and more!
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 The Kid’s Catalog of Bible Treasures - Travel back in time to the ancient land of the Bible and prepare for an exciting tour of one of the world's most treasured books. Learn how stories and customs from the Bible are part of our lives today, from the names that we're given (David, Ben, Miriam, Rebecca) to the names of the places where we live (Bethel, Zion, Jericho); from the movies or plays that we watch (The Prince of Egypt) to the songs that we sing ("Go Down Moses"). Selections include a day in the life of a kid in ancient times; archaeological digs for Bible detectives; Bible recipes, crafts, and projects; and quizzes, brainteasers, and jokes.



 The Kid’s Catalog of Hanukkah - What fun! A Hanukkah book chock full of history, stories, activities, music, riddles, games, mazes, cartoons, puzzles, recipes, crafts, songs, and so much more. Series, Adler provides just the right balance of education and entertainment. This is a book that children and their families will enjoy again and again, year after year. The opening section of the book explains the history and customs of Hanukkah, along with details on the traditional way to light the candles and celebrate the holiday. This is followed by a selection of wonderful stories written by such classic writers as I.L. Peretz and Sadie Rose Weilerstein, and modern tales by Johanna Hurwitz, Malka Penn, and other contemporary storytellers. Part Three is pure Hanukkah fun. A glossary, index, and annotated list of recommended books about Hanukkah are also included.



 The Man from the Other Side - Based on a true story of a Polish boy living in Nazi-occupied Warsaw just before the 1943 uprising, this understated but very revealing fictional memoir follows 14-year-old Marek through some harrowing experiences as he is drawn into this Jewish battle for survival--on both sides of the Ghetto wall. Until his Catholic mother informs Marek that his father was a Jew and had been killed in prison because he was a Communist, the boy has extremely negative feelings about Jews. When he helps Jozek, a Polish Jew hiding from the Nazis and anti-Semitic Poles in Warsaw, he begins a series of events that ultimately results in Jozek's violent death at the hands of the Nazis and Marek's narrow escape from the beseiged quarter. Characterizations are vivid and finely drawn, even those of minor figures such as Marek's empathetic mother who is embarrassed by her countrymen's hatred of Jews; his crude, contradictory stepfather; and his grandparents, who treat Jozek as a family member, all the while hating Jews. This is a story of individual bravery and national shame that highlights just how hopeless was the fate of the Warsaw Jews as they fought alone and heroically against the Nazi war machine.



 Molly’s Pilgrim - Molly wants to go back to Russia. The girls in her third-grade class make fun of Molly's imperfect english and her peasant-looking clothes. Her mother reminds her they can't go back to Russia; the reason they came to America was to escape religious persecution, and it would be very dangerous to return. To make matters worse, Molly's teacher gives the class a project for Thanksgiving. Not only has Molly never heard of Thanksgiving, but she is supposed to make a Pilgrim doll out of a clothespin for the class display. That evening, her mother offers to help, and when Molly takes her doll to school the next day, the children tease her, saying her doll doesn't look like a Pilgrim. But Molly defends her position, explaining why the doll her mother made is a pilgrim. With the help of the teacher, the entire class soon realizes that not only is Molly right, but it really does take "all kinds of Pilgrims to make a Thanksgiving."


 Make a Wish, Molly - A worthy companion to Molly's Pilgrim, this equally affecting tale follows Molly, the daughter of Russian Jewish immigrants, as she discovers another tradition observed in her adopted American homeland. Here, Molly attends her first birthday party. Entranced by her friend Emma's cake, which is decorated with pink icing and red roses, Molly imagines it must taste ``like clouds.'' But she doesn't get the chance to find out: because it is Passover, her mother has forbidden her to partake of the party fare. Cruelly taunted by her classmate Elizabeth, Molly leaves the party early. Running home, she tearfully asks her mother, ``Why do we have to be different? Why can't we be like everyone else?'' But when Emma, Elizabeth and another girl come to visit on Molly's own birthday, her wise mother demonstrates that being a bit different is just fine as she stages an impromptu party and serves homemade rugelach in place of a ``pink cloud cake.''



 The Mystery of the Dead Sea Scrolls - In folksy narrative, Daniel, an 11-year-old Israeli boy, recalls how he obtained information for a school report on the Dead Sea Scrolls. During two visits to the Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum he examines the ancient texts on exhibit, visits the library, and learns how the scrolls were discovered and a bit about their history by following a tour guide and talking with a curator. Finally, Daniel drives with his family to Qumran, where the scrolls were found, and learns about the Essenes-a religious sect of men whom many scholars believe wrote the texts-from an archaeologist.



 The Night Journey - Thirteen-year-old Rachel dreads the afternoons she has to spend with her great- grandmother, Nana Sashie-until Sashie begins to reminisce about her childhood in Russia and Rachel finds herself caught up in a whirlwind of memories. As the events and characters of Sashie's past come to life, Rachel discovers a distant country and time, a time when Jews were forced to serve in the Czar's armies or were murdered in pogroms, a time when nine-year-old Sashie devised a wonderful plan to save her family from danger. 




 Number the Stars - The gripping story of a ten-year-old Danish girl and her family's courageous efforts to smuggle Jews out of their Nazi-occupied homeland to safety in Sweden. Readers are taken to the very heart of Annemarie's experience, and, through her eyes, come to understand the true meaning of bravery.
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 One Eye Laughing, the Other Weeping: The Diary of Julie Weiss, Vienna, Austria to New York, 1938 - In two parts, with a page and an ocean between, youthful Julie Weiss tells her story. She begins her diary as a twelve-year old innocent in Vienna, a privileged Jewish girl totally unprepared for the intrusion of Hitler into her community's tranquil life. Then, in the second part, we rejoin Julie as a brave little expatriot in New York City.



 Pink Slippers, Bat Mitzvah Blues - Alyssa can hardly wait for her Bat Mitzvah celebration to conclude her obligatory attendance at Hebrew School classes twice a week. The major interest in her life is ballet; those extra two days of lessons and practice each week will allow her to land a serious part in ``The Nutcracker.'' However, there are serious demands on her time from her best friend, Ellen, who has physically recovered from pneumonia but has apparently lost all interest in the external world. Torn between her desire to dance and her realization that Ellen desperately needs her attention to snap out of the depression, Alyssa struggles with the need to examine personal priorities and commitments. Guided by Jewish precepts, she is able to make some serious decisions.



 The Power of Song: And Other Sephardic Tales - From Hanina, the daughter of a Jewish tailor who cures a sultan's only child by taming a lioness to get her milk, to Nahum Bilbas, the brave rabbi-in-training who dares to confront the great warrior El Cid in order to secure peace for the Jews of Valencia, the folktales in this delightful little collection contain lessons, truths, surprises, and happy endings. 




 The Remembering Box - Nine-year-old Joshua has visited his Grandma Goldina on the Sabbath since he was five. Joshua loves Roy Rogers and other heroes of his day (1942), but he especially loves these times with Grandma. Every week he picks something out of a big trunk - this is Grandma's “remembering box” and each object reminds her of a story of her childhood. Joshua listens in rapt attention to her humorous tales of adventure that evoke ``the old country.'' Then one night Grandma gives Joshua his own box, and in it are some of his favorites from her box. When Grandma does not open her eyes after her reverie, Joshua carries on the tradition of lighting the Sabbath candles before calling his father. Grandma has passed on more than her own memories; she has given him a sense of heritage of his people as well.



 The Secret of Priest’s Grotto: A Holocaust Survival Story - Through dramatic contemporary and period photographs and an articulate, hardhitting narrative, this volume relays the tale of 38 Ukrainian Jews who sought refuge in a local cave to escape the invading Nazis in fall of 1942 and remained there for 344 days-reportedly longer than any other known human has ever lived underground. After Nicola, a veteran American caver, viewed evidence of human habitation while exploring the labyrinthine cave known as Popowa Yama, or Priest's Grotto, he was inspired to investigate the story behind these artifacts. A request for information he posted on a Web site finally brought a response from the son-in-law of one of the wartime cave residents, who in turn directed Nicola to fellow survivors, his cousins in Montreal. Drawing on heartrending conversations with these individuals and a privately published memoir by Esther Stermer, the stalwart matriarch who insisted that her family "would not let the Germans have their way easily," the authors share the details of the clan's harrowing ordeal, which demanded near superhuman physical and emotional endurance, courage, loyalty and unity. In tandem with this historical tale, Nicola and Taylor (a writer, photographer and filmmaker) reveal in words and photos their recent explorations of the 70-foot-deep cave, and their discoveries of the survival tools and belongings the inhabitants left behind. At once sobering and uplifting, this is an astounding story of survival, powerfully told.
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 The Secret of the Space Scrolls - The phylactery are worn by many Jewish males after the age of 13 each morning and have symbolic and mystical meaning that Jewish young adults are often curious about.The first story concludes at a Passover Seder which is ideal for the Spring season. The cholent in the second story is a fanciful personification of the main food eaten in many Jewish homes on the Sabbath, cholent – a 24-hour cooked stew that has beans as its major ingredient.



 Six Million Paper Clips: The Making of a Children's Holocaust Memorial - With clear and concise language, color photographs, and an attractive layout, this book tells the inspiring and touching story of the teachers, students, and community of Whitwell Middle School in Tennessee, and their quest to understand and teach about the Holocaust. The authors, White House correspondents for a group of German newspapers, helped the school publicize the project to collect six million paper clips to show just how many people were murdered and obtained a German railcar to house them. The book includes a lot of quotes and behind-the-scenes information.
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 Stones in Water - When Roberto sneaks off to see a movie in his small Italian village, he has no idea that life as he knows it is over. German soldiers raid the theater, round up the boys in the audience, and pack them onto a train. After a terrifying journey, Roberto and his best friend Samuele find themselves in a brutal work camp, where food is scarce but horror is everywhere. The boys vow to stay together no matter what. But Samuele has a dangerous secret, which, if discovered, could get them both killed.
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 Tasty Bible Stories – A Menu of Tales and Matching Recipes - This tempting book gives readers more than just food for thought. Hip retellings of the stories of Adam and Eve, Noah, Sarah, and other figures are each accompanied by two or three recipes, for example, "Barley & Onions" for the story of Ruth and "Persian Kebab" for the story of Esther. The language is modern and approachable, as when Deborah says, "I call the shots," and Moses tells his people, "Listen up, we've got important work to do." Color illustrations, many of them full page, are animated and boldly rendered, and the recipes are surrounded by pictures of tasty-looking ingredients. A recipe index and table of metric conversions are included.



 Take Me to the Zoo: Lions, Elephants and Snakes in the Midrash and Nature - Natural history from a Torah point of view! Children will love this book about three of the most amazing animals in Creation! Lavishly illustrated with magnificent color photos on large 9x12 pages, Take Me to the Zoo tells all about lions, snakes and elephants - creatures that are a source of fascination for everyone. Tsivia Yanofsky, author of the best-selling Take Me To The Holy Land, shares remarkable facts about the animals. But this delightful book is far from a mere "nature study." The author relates the significance of these animals in the Torah and recounts stories and observations about them from the Talmud, Midrash and other traditional sources.
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 Take Me to the Holy Land: A Youngster's Tour of Eretz Yisrael - “Someday my little children will want to go to Eretz Yisrael. What would I show them and how would I explain its history to them?”   Mrs. Tsivia Yanofsky asked herself that question and decided to share her answers with the rest of us in this beautiful book. It is a very special kind of travelogue. In it, she visits numerous places, from the Kosel Hamaaravi to Maayan Elisha, and tells her children about them. Some history, some facts, some Midrashim, some interesting tidbits, some personal feelings - all made unusually appealing and interesting with the help of strikingly beautiful full-color photographs.
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 Twenty and Ten - Twenty school children hide ten Jewish children from the Nazis occupying France during World War II.
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 The Upstairs Room - When the German army occupied Holland, Annie de Leeuw was eight years old. Because she was Jewish, the occupation put her in grave danger-she knew that to stay alive she would have to hide. Fortunately, a Gentile family, the Oostervelds, offered to help. For two years they hid Annie and her sister, Sini, in the cramped upstairs room of their farmhouse.  Most people thought the war wouldn't last long. But for Annie and Sini -- separated from their family and confined to one tiny room -- the war seemed to go on forever. 
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 Waiting for Anya - 9Accidentally discovering that Jewish children are hiding in the countryside, Michael, and then his entire French village, help them escape to Spain. A gripping, triumphant tale of courage in its many forms.



 Walking the Bible: An Illustrated Journey for Kids Through the Greatest Stories Ever Told – On a visit to Jerusalem, Bruce Feiler has a revelation: the stories of the Bible occurred in real places -- places he could visit today. So he sets out on a perilous ten-thousand-mile journey retracing the greatest stories ever told. From the base of Mount Ararat, where he meets a mysterious man who claims to have found Noah's ark, to the edge of the Dead Sea, where he climbs salt pillars in the lost cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, Feiler discovers that the Bible still lives in the landscape. He visits the desert outpost where Abraham first heard the words of God and has an unexpected encounter alongside the legendary burning bush. And finally he climbs Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments. In each place, Feiler eloquently explores how geography affects the Bible and how his journey has influenced his faith. Walking the Bible is both a heart-pounding adventure and an uplifting personal quest that will forever change your view of some of history's most memorable events.
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 When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit – Anna was only nine years old in 1933, too busy with her school work and friends to take much notice of Adolf Hitler's face glaring out of political posters all over Berlin. Being Jewish, she thought, was just something you were because your parents and grandparents were Jewish. But then one day her father was unaccountably, frighteningly missing. Soon after, she and her brother, Max, were hurried out of Germany by their mother with alarming secrecy. Reunited in Switzerland, Anna and her family embark on an adventure that would go on for years, in several different countries. They learn many new things: new languages, how to cope with the wildest confusions, and how to be poor. Anna soon discovers that there are special skills to being a refugee. And as long as the family stayed together, that was all that really mattered. 



 When the Soldiers Were Gone - An uncomplicated account of a boy's readjustment after World War II in Holland. Eight-year-old Henk is stunned when he discovers that the family he has been living with are not his blood relatives. After being reunited with his biological parents, who are Jewish, Henk learns that his name is really Benjamin Van Sorg and that he was sent to live with a Christian family during the war. As he slowly adjusts to his new life and identity, memories from his early childhood gradually return, including the yellow star on his coat and a frightening encounter with a Nazi soldier. At the end of the book, when he and his parents return to their house, the place seems familiar and welcoming, and he finally feels that he is home.
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 While Standing on One Foot: Puzzle Stories and Wisdom Tales from the Jewish Tradition - The 17 brief selections in this book come from many eras and places in Jewish history and geography. Among them are ``The Grand Inquistor,'' set in medieval Spain, in which a vicious inquisitor schemes to trick an innocent rabbi into admitting his (and by extension, all the Jews') guilt for a terrible crime. Others tell how a fox outwitted Leviathan, the powerful sea monster; how the boy who would later become King Solomon outsmarted a surly innkeeper; how a jester avoided dying by choosing the right form of death; and how a barren wife kept her husband through cleverness.
