Pre-School Board Books


 Braid the Challah - In this charming rhyme about making Challah from scratch, enthusiastic children act out the motions of mixing, rising, making Challah, braiding and baking! A unique board book for the very youngest toddlers!



The Colors of My Jewish Year - This concept board book introduces both the Jewish holidays and the colors of the rainbow (plus white, brown, and silver). Beginning with the red apple on Rosh Hashanah and ending with the orange flames of the Shabbat candles, it is right on target. The big and bold illustrations are stencil-like in appearance. The text is repetitive in a comfortable way, with the briefest explanations needed for the holidays and colors ("What is WHITE? The cover of the Torah on Yom Kippur. That is WHITE.") This book is clearly aimed at a Jewish audience, as there is no glossary or pronunciation guide.



 Happy Birthday, World - Kropf's simple text compares a child's typical birthday celebration with the rituals of Rosh Hashanah. Instead of eating a birthday cake, apples are dipped in honey; instead of party horns, the shofar is blown; and instead of getting presents, tzedakah, or charity, is given to people in need. Each spread shows a small image of the birthday ritual and a much larger image of a contemporary family observing Rosh Hashanah. The soft-focus art is bright and cheerful.



I am a Torah - Brightly colored with the illustrations of Patti Argoff, I Am Torah by Beily Paluch is a twelve page board book for children ages newborn to 3 years that offers a playful action rhyme text perfect for parent and child interaction. The subject is how a precious Torah scroll is written with happy children stretching out their arms to be as wide as the parchment, stand up straight and tall like a feathery quill, and rotate their arms as the scroll is rolled up. At the end of the rhyme, the Torah is ready for a kiss.



I Can Do a Mitzvah! - Defines and gives examples of mitzvahs, including visiting a sick person and donating clothes and toys. 



 In The Synagogue - The Jewish holidays of Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Purim, and Shabbat as experienced by children using their five senses. Hear the shofar...smell the etrog...touch the Torah. This endearing book encourages young readers to experience the synagogue with all of their senses.


 It’s Tu B’Shevat - As a boy and his family plant a sapling, they imagine all the wonderful things the tree will provide: shade, fruit, breezes, a home for birds, and even a place for the boy to hang a tire swing. Together, they celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees. 



 Let’s Ask Four Questions - The traditional four questions asked by the youngest child at the Passover seder in board book format with amusing, colorful pictures.


 Let’s Celebrate Shabbat! - A lively rhyme about preparing for the Jewish Sabbath.



 Let’s Visit Israel - This board book highlights the many ways one can tour Israel—by jeep, cable car, bus, camel, and foot. A perfect introduction to Israel for very young children.


 My Jewish Home - Follow a toddler through each room of his house and find the ritual objects that make it a Jewish home, such as the mezuzah and Shabbat candles.


 The Opposites of My Jewish Year - Dion uses the Jewish holidays to illustrate the concept of opposites. For example, In synagogue on Rosh Hashanah, the shofar is LOUD; the prayer is QUIET.


 - Rainbow Candles - "Rainbow Candles, I see ONE Hanukkah has just begun." An eight-night Hanukkah counting rhyme for preschoolers.
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 Tamar’s Sukkah - Tamar and her friends - each one a little older and bigger - join to decorate a sukkah that is "just right!" A toddler's favorite story now in board book format!
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 Where is the Afikomen? - Look for the hidden matzah... is it under, on top, behind? Children will love this lively look at the hunt for the afikomen!
